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Nadleh and Stellat’en Water Policy and Law – Highlighted at AFN Water Symposium 

(Nadleh Territory, Fraser Lake, BC) – This week, the Assembly of First Nations (AFN) hosted the National Wa-
ter Symposium and Trade Show in Musqueam, Squamish and Tsleil Waututh territory (Vancouver).  The theme 
of this symposium was Reconciliation through Sustainable Water Management.  Chief Larry Nooski from 
Nadleh Whut’en First Nation presented on the Development and Implementation of the Yinka Dene Surface 
Water Policy, to Chiefs, technicians and several AFN Regional Chiefs. 

Chief Nooski stated, “We would like to thank the AFN for the opportunity to share our Yinka Dene Water Policy 
and Standards.  Our indigenous laws are based on natural law – we have a responsibility to ensure water is 
protected for all life in our territory.”  In 2016, Nadleh Whut’en and Stellat’en released their Water Declaration of 
the Yinka Dene ‘Uza’he, and Policy and Guide to Surface Water Quality Standards. These form an indigenous 
law, which is recognized and affirmed under Section 35 of the Canadian Constitution.  The United Nations Dec-
laration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UN Declaration) also upholds the Yinka Dene laws, as an expres-
sion of indigenous self-governance, inherent right and self-determination. 

“We hold up our laws that must be followed if anyone wants to do business in our territory”, declared Chief Noo-
ski.  He added, “Several mining companies operating in our territory are already at the table with us to ensure 
compliance. We commend them, and the BC government for changing their attitudes towards working towards 
meaningful reconciliation of our rights and responsibilities.  Assumed Crown jurisdiction in our territory requires 
agreements that ensure the recognition of our rights, laws and most importantly responsibilities to our lands, 
waters and resources.” 

Nadleh Whut’en would also like to acknowledge the support from the BC Fresh Water Funders, and Department 
of Indigenous Services Canada (DISC) – BC Capacity Initiative program for their support in the Yinka Dene wa-
ter policy development. 


